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Dear Sirs 
 

Consultation on changes to the plastic packaging recycling business targets for 2016 & 
2017 and glass targets for 2018-20 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  The LARAC response is 
contained below. 
 
The responses below are sent on behalf of the Local Authority Recycling Advisory 
Committee (LARAC).  LARAC is an association of around 75% of local authorities across 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.   Members are waste management and 
recycling professionals who co-ordinate and operate waste management services. 
Membership is drawn from all types of authority including statutory Waste Collection 
(WCA), Waste Disposal (WDA) and Unitary Authorities. 
 
Our response has been peer reviewed by members of LARAC’s policy team and executive 
committee.  LARAC members have also been invited to comment on the consultation 
through the members’ discussion forum on our website.  All contributions received have 
been taken into account in drafting the response below. 
 
As a general comment, LARAC are keen to see that producer responsibility is met fully and 
that Local Authorities, who are integral in the supply chain for most packaging materials, 
are supported in what they do to help producers meet their obligations.  Whilst we 
acknowledge that the current targets (for plastic in particular) are unlikely to be met in the 
short term due to changes in the market, we are keen to ensure that targets remain 
challenging so that the necessary investment can be made and user organisations are able  
to  develop new supply chains.   
 
If you have any queries on this response then please contact me at 
sally.talbot@staffordshire.gov.uk or on 01785 276 227. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Sally Talbot 
Policy Support Officer and Vice Chair 

Producer Responsibility, 
DEFRA, 
Areas 2B, Nobel House, 
Horseferry Road, 
London, 
SW1P 3JR 

23rd December 2015   
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Responses to Consultation Questions 
 
Question 1.  In your view, are the estimates made in PlasticFlow for waste arisings the best 
available data? 
 
It is clear that information within WRAP’s PlasticFlow report has been established through 
consultation, discussion and information from different key stakeholders including the ACP of which 
LARAC is a member.  The estimates made within the report have been based on tonnage data much 
of which has been sourced from the plastics’ industry, suggesting that it is the best available. 
 
Question 1a.  Are you aware of any other factors which may affect the level of plastic entering the 
waste stream? 
 
The recycling rates for plastic are based on the assumption that historical trends will continue.  If the 
economy continues to go make better progress than in previous years this could affect the volume 
of plastic packaging materials placed on the market.  However, this should be balanced against the 
impacts of light-weighting which would reduce the weight of the material. 
 
Question 1b.  Do you agree with the no growth assessment? 
 
Using historical trends as a sole measure of future growth when the economy is showing signs of 
improvement could be misleading. However, given the impact of factors such as the affects of light 
weighting then any growth associated with the economy may well be negated which is supported by 
comments within the report.   To what extent one negates the other is not clear however. 
 
See also question 1a 
 
Questions 2.  In your view, are there other factors which may affect the levels of obligated 
tonnage reported? 
 
As the economy grows and businesses develop, it is entirely feasible that the number of obligated 
businesses could increase.  LARAC would be interested to understand whether this scenario has in 
considered in respect of the tonnage flows. 
 
Question 3.  Do you have any additional information or evidence to improve the analysis of the 
costs and benefits? 
 
Not at this time.   
 
Question 4.  What is your preferred option? And why? 
 
Notwithstanding comments LARAC has in relation to the estimated waste arisings, LARAC’s members 
have expressed concern that lowering plastic targets would reduce the value of PRNs.  In turn this 
would have an effect on the operating costs/profitability of MRFs and could result in higher gate fees 
to councils at a time when more government cuts are expected.  Of the options presented therefore, 
LARAC support Option 1.  
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