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Dear Graeme 
 

Consultation on the WEEE Revised Code of Practice 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  The LARAC response is 
contained below. 
 
The responses below are sent on behalf of the Local Authority Recycling Advisory 
Committee (LARAC).  LARAC is an association of around 75% of local authorities across 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.   Members are waste management and 
recycling professionals who co-ordinate and operate waste management services. 
Membership is drawn from all types of authority including statutory Waste Collection 
(WCA), Waste Disposal (WDA) and Unitary Authorities. 
 
Our response has been peer reviewed by members of LARAC’s policy team and executive 
committee.  LARAC members have also been invited to comment on the consultation 
through the members’ discussion forum on our website.  All contributions received have 
been taken into account in drafting the response below. 
 
In general LARAC welcomes the guidance and has raised some specific issues on the 
following page with regard to permits, reuse and arrangements for clearance of a DCF by a 
PCS. We would be happy to talk through these more detailed comments if this would be 
useful. 
 
If you have any queries on this response then please contact me at 
lee.marshall@larac.org.uk or 01982 382 650. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
Lee Marshall 
Chief Executive Officer 

  

Graeme Vickery 
Senior Policy Advisor – WEEE Team 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 
1 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1H 0ET 

27 October 2015 
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Responses to Consultation 
 

In general LARAC believes that the revised draft Code of Practice (CoP) is well written and 
clearly lays out the requirements and duties of DCF operators and PCS. 
 
LARAC supports the use of the UK standard for reuse operations that is included within the 
CoP. LARAC would ask BIS to undertake further actions to promote the use of the reuse 
standard to local authorities and PCS once the CoP is finalised and published. 
 
LARAC would question the statement in section 4.4 that when choosing a PCS the local 
authority should ‘understand to what extent your collections are needed by an individual PCS 
to meet its collection target’. LARAC feels this is straying into the realms of the local 
authorities undertaking an element of regulation of the new working requirements for PCS 
obligations. LARAC would agree that it might be helpful to the whole system if local 
authorities considered asking prospective PCS to include a statement in their submissions that 
the likely tonnage they are bidding to receive is in line with their obligated tonnage. However 
more than this and LARAC believe it is a matter for the relevant regulator to undertake. LARAC 
would also be concerned that the wording in the draft CoP could mean that local authorities 
have less competition and choice when it comes to tenders for PCS. 
 
In section 5 LARAC feels there may be benefit in outlining the possible consequences to a PCS 
if they do not respond to a request to arrange clearance of WEEE from a DCF if the existing 
contract for that DCF has expired or been terminated. The CoP states a PCS must arrange 
clearance if they receive a request but not the consequences if they fail to respond to that 
request. Equally the guidance does not outline the next step for a DCF if the PCS does not 
respond according to the CoP. LARAC feels both of these would be a useful addition to the 
CoP. 
 
LARAC feel the CoP could have more clarity around the issue of site permits. The manner in 
which the current draft is written implies that local authorities are responsible for ‘having and 
complying with appropriate environmental permit of exemption registration’ when their sites 
are subcontracted. Having consulted with our members this is fact rarely the case and the 
permitting requirements will normally rest with the subcontractor, as the body undertaking 
the day to day operations. It may also be the case that the site is not owned by the local 
authority. 
 
We would agree that the local authority should ensure that suitable permit or registration is 
in place but not that they are responsible for having it themselves. LARAC would like to see 
the wording in section 6 changed to reflect this. 
 
LARAC believes that the current CoP lacks clarity on who is supposed to take the lead on reuse 
of WEEE at DCF. The CoP states that the DCF must work with the PCS to ‘prioritise separate 
collection of whole appliances for treatment for reuse’ in section 4.2 but then also says in 
section 8 that the PCS should work with the DCF operator to ‘prioritise collection of whole 
items that can be treated for reuse’. 
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It is LARACs opinion that the PCS should have the lead duty to maximise reuse and that the 
DCF operator should be play a role in assisting in this where possible. LARAC would welcome 
wording in the guidance that reflects the lead role of the PCS in maximising reuse with 
assistance from the DCF operator. 
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