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Dear Sir/Madam 
 

Fit and Proper Person for Waste Management Licensing Regime 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  The LARAC response is 
contained below. 
 
The responses below are sent on behalf of the Local Authority Recycling Advisory 
Committee (LARAC).  LARAC is an association of around 75% of local authorities across 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.   Members are waste management and 
recycling professionals who co-ordinate and operate waste management services. 
Membership is drawn from all types of authority including statutory Waste Collection 
(WCA), Waste Disposal (WDA) and Unitary Authorities. 
 
Our response has been peer reviewed by members of LARAC’s policy team and executive 
committee.  LARAC members have also been invited to comment on the consultation 
through the members’ discussion forum on our website.  All contributions received have 
been taken into account in drafting the response below. 
 
LARAC welcomes the proposals contained within option two of the consultation document 
and on the whole supports them. However LARAC does have concerns about the length of 
the transitional period for the updating of existing certificates to the new proposed 
standards. These are outlined more fully in our responses to the consultation questions. 
 
If you have any queries on this response then please contact me on 01982 382 650 or at 
lee.marshall@larac.org.uk 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Lee Marshall 
LARAC Policy Team 

  

Waste & Radioactivity Team 
Department of the Environment 
Environment Policy Division 
Goodwood House 
44-58 May Street 
Town Parks 
Belfast 
BT1 4NN 

23 April 2015 
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Responses to Consultation Questions 
 
Question One 
Do you agree that Option 2 provides the best option for updating the technical 
competence element of the Fit and Proper Persons test? 
LARAC agrees that option two offers the best option for updating the technical 
competence, subject to some reservations about transitional timescales outlined below. 
 
Question Two 
Do you agree that the existing operators holding outdated certificates should be 
required to update their certificates and that a transitional period of 1 year is 
adequate to allow this to happen? 
LARAC feels that the period of one year will be challenging. This is likely to put strain on 
the site operators and also on WAMITAB and relevant training organisations. Given that 
the period of renewal is set at two years and the current ‘period’ of grace’ is two years 
LARAC feels that the reduction to one year will create unnecessary pressure. It may also 
lift focus from good running of sites to achievement of the certification process, thereby 
working against the aims of having well managed sites that the reduction on grace 
period is designed to achieve. 
 
Therefore the view of LARAC is that the grace period should be left at two years. 
 
Question Three 
Do you agree that requiring the renewal of certificates every 2 years will help to 
ensure that operators are fully trained in the most up to date technologies, practices 
etc, which will provide the best levels of protection? 
LARAC broadly agrees with this although it would like to see the renewal process 
designed in such a way that it is not onerous or costly for site operators and has value in 
the real world management of sites. LARAC believes that input from industry on the 
design of the renewal process would be valuable. 
 
Question Four 
Do you agree that 1 year is sufficient to allow an operator to obtain full certification 
under regulation 5? 
As stated above LARAC does not believe that one year is sufficient for all operators to 
obtain full certification as we have doubts that the resources exist to cope with this 
condensed demand. LARAC supports a two year grace period to ensure that adequate 
resources are available for a robust certification process to take place. 
 
Question Five 
Do you agree with these impact statements? 
LARAC agrees with the impact statements apart from 3.4. LARAC believes that 
condensing the period to one year may in fact mean that sites are less well managed in 
that period. Sites currently have a ‘competent’ person managing them under current 
certification processes so the risk of badly managed sites should be minimal if the grace 
period were kept at two years, as LARAC supports 
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Question Six 
Please indicate if you think there are further impacts that have not been considered 
LARAC does not believe there are further impacts that need to be considered outside of 
those already raised in previous comments. 
 
Question Seven 
Do you think the Regulations: 

a- Fully reflect the changes necessary to ensure that the Technical Competence 
element of the Fit and Proper Persons test is fit for purpose under the 
legislation? 
LARAC does believe that the changes are a positive step and will help bring an 
element of uniformity across the UK that will assist site operators, regulators 
and training providers. 

b- Will help to reduce criminality in the waste industry? 
LARAC believes that these regulations will help to ensure that the waste industry 
operates to suitable standards that provide reassurance to those both inside and 
outside the industry. They should lower the possibility of operators gaining 
unfair competitive advantage through practises that could endanger the 
environment and health. 

c- Will protect the needs of legitimate operators? 
As above LARAC believes that this will help produce standards that ensure 
legitimate operators have reassurance that they are operating to the same 
standards. 
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