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25th September 2014 
 
Dear Mr McCarron 

 
Waste Management Licensing Regulations Amendment NI 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  Please find 
the LARAC response. 
 
The responses below are sent on behalf of the Local Authority Recycling 
Advisory Committee (LARAC).  LARAC is an association of around 70% of 
local authorities across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
whose membership of waste management and recycling professionals co-
ordinate and operate waste management services. Membership is drawn 
from all types of authority including statutory Waste Collection (WCA), 
Waste Disposal (WDA) and Unitary. 
 
Our response has been peer reviewed by members of LARAC’s policy team 
and executive committee.  LARAC members have also been invited to 
comment on the consultation through the members’ discussion forum on our 
website.  All contributions received have been taken into account in drafting 
the response below.  
 
 
If you have any queries on this response then please contact me at 
admin@larac.org.uk  
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Sarah Mallen 

  
LARAC Policy Team 

FAO Mr. Brian McCarron 
Environmental Policy Division 
6th Floor 
Goodwood House 
Town Parks 
44-58 May Street 
Belfast BT1 4NN 
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SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION QUESTIONS 
 
Option 2 – Amend the 2003 Regulations as follows: 
 

 Regulation 3 will be amended to remove the exclusion of scrap metal dealers and 
those who dismantle motor vehicles from the requirement to be certified as 
technically competent. The exclusion for those who dispose of dead domestic 
pets will be removed altogether as this activity is now covered by Animal By-
Products legislation. 

 Regulation 4 is no longer relevant as it was a transitional regulation and the time 
periods provided for have expired or the legislation it relates to has been revoked 
and/or replaced. Accordingly, it is proposed that this regulation and paragraph 43 
of Part 1 of Schedule 2 to the 2003 Regulations are revoked. 

 Regulation 5 sets out that where someone has applied for certification as a 
technically competent person; an application for a licence has been made in 
relation to activities to be carried out by that person; those activities are to be 
carried out at a facility of the same type as that covered by that licence 
application; and the Department is satisfied in the meantime that that person is 
technically competent, the full requirements of regulation 3 need not apply for a 
period of up to two years, to allow the applicant to obtain certification. It is 
proposed to reduce this period to one year as this will provide sufficient time for a 
competent person to obtain a certificate. 

 Schedule 1 to the 2003 Regulations establishes the qualifications required of a 
person if they are to be regarded as technically competent. The Schedule is 
outdated and needs to be amended to reflect technological advances and new 
training. Accordingly, Schedule 1 will be substituted by a new Schedule 1. 

 Paragraph 43 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 to the 2003 Regulations will be revoked. 
 
Question 1: Do you agree that Option 2 provides the best option for updating 
the prescribed offences element of the Fit and Proper Persons test and that 
the proposed changes are sufficient to deliver the anticipated outcome? 
Please explain your answer. 
 
Question 2: Do you agree that Option 2 provides the best option for updating 
the technical competence element of the Fit and Proper Persons test? Please 
explain your answer. 
 
Question 3: Do you agree that 12 months are sufficient to allow an operator to 
obtain full certification under regulation 5? Please explain your answer. 

 
Response 
 
LARAC recognises that the regulations in Northern Ireland need to be updated to 
reflect the wider implications of the Waste Management facility types now existing, 
as opposed to those identified in 2003. 
 
LARAC also recognises the importance of Operators specified as ‘previously 
exempt’ from Waste Management Licensing requirements being required to meet  

mailto:admin@larac.org.uk
http://www.larac.org.uk/


 

LARAC  PO Box 28  Knighton  LD8 2WA 
01982 382 650   admin@larac.org.uk   www.larac.org.uk 

Twitter: @LARACspeaks 

 

 
 
Technical Competence provision regarding ‘Metals Recycling Sites’ and ‘End of Life 
Vehicle’ dismantlers. 
 
The requirement to make changes to incorporate facility types, perhaps due to 
emerging technologies, environmental pressures, EU/Government targets etc., will 
undoubtedly call for additional facility types to be incorporated and representative 
qualifications to be included as necessary in the future. 
 
As such, LARAC considers that additional changes to qualifications could be 
specified in guidance that sits outside the regulations. This would enable greater 
flexibility to incorporate changes than if they remain prescribed within the 
regulations. 
 
However, LARAC does not agree with the principle that managers who are required 
to achieve their qualifications in Northern Ireland will be required to meet more 
demanding levels of competence (full 12 Units) than their counter parts in England 
and Wales. This is not compatible with competence demands elsewhere in the UK. 
 
In summary, LARAC broadly welcomes the proposals as they could help local 
authorities financially, and provide a better and more accurate representation for 
materials. 
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