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Dear Committee 
 
 

Environmental Audit Committee Inquiry into Growing Circular Economy 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  The LARAC 
response is contained below. 
 
The responses below are sent on behalf of the Local Authority Recycling Advisory 
Committee (LARAC).  LARAC is an association of around 75% of local authorities 
across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland whose membership of 
waste management and recycling professionals co-ordinate and operate waste 
management services. Membership is drawn from all types of authority including 
statutory Waste Collection (WCA), Waste Disposal (WDA) and Unitary. 
 
Our response has been peer reviewed by members of LARAC’s policy team and 
executive committee.  LARAC members have also been invited to comment on the 
consultation through the members’ discussion forum on our website.  All 
contributions received have been taken into account in drafting the response 
below. 
 
If you have any queries on this response then please contact me at the contact 
details below 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Mallen 
LARAC Policy Team 

Environmental Audit Committee 

25th April 2014 
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SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION QUESTIONS  

Views on the Circular Economy:  
 
Comments from the Local Authority Recycling Advisory Committee (LARAC)  
 
Defra has already calculated that UK businesses could benefit by up to £23 billion per year 
through low/no cost improvements in the efficient use of resources, whilst) the global value 
of a transition to a circular economy has been estimated at between US$1-3 trillion.  
Environmental benefits are also considerable, including:    
 

 Reduction in demand for finite resources.  

 Reduction of requirement for landfilling/incineration and associated emissions. 

 Reduced carbon footprint of products and packaging with associated cost avoidance 
from impact of climate change. 

 
There remain barriers to be addressed however, including: 
 

 Resistance to change from manufacturers of one use products. 

 The current procurement system favours the linear economy. 

 Lack of comprehensive information on where our recyclates go and what cost they come 
back at. 

 The right people don’t see the financial impact of their actions.  For example the 
manufacturers do not see the cost of disposal (instead that’s local authorities). 

 
These need to be addressed by a mixture of improved knowledge and education, leadership 
by major companies and government intervention and policy change. Resource availability 
will also assist the push towards a circular economy. Government support could include: 
 

 Support for regional infrastructure and companies seeking to develop this market. 

 Introduction of appropriate measurements and certification. 

 Regulation of one-use products to ensure a more even playing field. 

 Make sure that the circular economy is not disadvantaged by taxation. 

 Further support/requirement for businesses to work with WRAP at product design stage.  

 Ensure that existing levers are not lost e.g. landfill tax, recycling targets for materials, 
Packaging Recovery Notes.  

 Landfill bans could be considered provided that they take into consideration the 
following: 
 
1. The ban applies to materials for which alternative recycling or disposal is available, 
with consideration of export restrictions and the proximity principle; 
2. That such alternative recycling or disposal offers a tangible environmental benefit and 
does not incur significant additional net cost to Local Authorities. 
3. The ban does not result in more inorganic materials such as aluminium being diverted 
to routes that are less sustainable and lower in the waste hierarchy. 
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4. That there is a suitable period between announcing a ban and implementing so that 
alternative treatment routes can be put in place. 

 
The role of local authorities should remain as it is currently, as Councils do not have money 
to fund business recycling.  
 
LARAC also supports product leasing, and suggests that more work needs to be done to 
promote public acceptance towards leasing. 
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