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INTERNAL UPDATE 4, 19-23 January 2015 

 

Please see the separate document for the timeline. 

 

This week’s issues: 

News 

External  

1. Waste Legislative Package: Public hearing at the ENVI Committee 

Ecodesign 

2. WEEE: Scientific paper gives recommendations for the ecodesign of flat screens 

3. Durability: New French legislation pushes for longer-lasting products 

Technology and Business 

4. Heating and Cooling: Sector in transition 

5. WtE: Inter-municipal cooperation ‘unique’ in Austria 

 

Conferences, Seminars and Meetings 

1. Forum Europe: The 2015 European Circular Economy Conference, 5 March, Brussels 

2. Monitoring and process control of anaerobic digestion plants, March 17-18 March, Leipzig  

3. Seminar Collecting Recyclable Waste organised by the European Academy for Taxes, Economy 

and Law, 7 – 8 May, Berlin 

4. International VDI conference “Energy and Materials from Waste”, Frankfurt, 14 - 15 May 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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News  

External 

1. Public Hearing on Waste Legislative Pacakge at the ENVI Committee meeting 

On 22 January a Public Hearing on the Waste Legislative Package was held in Parliament with the 

presence of Karl Falkenberg from the EU Commission. EP rapporteur Simona Bonafè led the hearing. 

The panel of stakeholders included FEAD, EEB, EUROPEN and MWE-CEEP, which were represented by 

Filippo Brandolini. The opening speech of Karl Falkenberg demonstrated that there is a great lack of 

coherence in the Commission's policy direction at the moment. The Parliament is sorely disappointed 

in the new Commission, which has not yet formally taken a decision of whether to withdraw the 

package or not, whilst the Parliament is clear in its demand to continue discussions. MEPs are 

sceptical about whether the Commission will re-submit a “more ambitious” proposal on waste once 

withdrawn. However, during the meeting in Strasbourg in the second week of January, MEPs could 

not agree on the text of a resolution on the Commission’s work programme. Regarding the Council, 

although Environment Ministers had criticised the plan, the Commission have not received any 

official objection from the Council as a whole. The General Affairs Council will meet and probably 

decide on the second week of February. The Latvian Presidency announced in Parliament on 21 

January that they will support the maintaining of the Circular Economy Package. Waste Europe will be 

drafting a letter to Junker and Timmermans as a follow-up to the hearing, which will be sent to you 

for agreement.  

More information here:  

http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/new-breath-for-air-but-waste-proposal-will-be-scrapped/ 

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/sustainable-dev/waste-laws-will-be-binned-despite-protests-

311508 
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ECODESIGN 

2. Scientific paper gives recommendations for the ecodesign of flat screens 

Researchers from the JRC studied the dismantling process of waste flat screens in an Italian recycling 

plant. The dismantling process allows over 90% of the precious metals in waste flat screens to be 

recovered. Their results showed that there are large variations in the time taken to dismantle 

because of the different design of the displays: for the new complex designs dismantling is no longer 

economically viable. For manual dismantling to remain viable, the researchers calculated the optimal 

time for different display sizes considering two key recycling costs: labour costs of dismantlers and 

the value of precious and scarce metals. Precious metal recovery is the main economic driver behind 

WEEE recycling. Compared with shredding, the manual extraction of circuit boards from small 

displays yields considerable more quantity of raw materials that based on current market values, 

could generate revenue of €3.5-4.3 for small screens and €6.1-7.6 for large screens. The idea has 

been included in the last draft of the Ecolabel criteria on electronic displays and computers and 

implies that under the Ecodesign Directive, products which take too long to dismantle could be 

removed from the market. The draft is currently subject to revision and scheduled to be adopted in 

2015.  

More information:  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/research/newsalert/pdf/flat_screens_should_be_desig

ned_for_quick_dismantling_for_recycling_400na5_en.pdf 

 

3. New French legislation pushes for longer-lasting products 

A new law in France published in December 2014 and entering into force in Mach will oblige product 

retailers to inform the customer about how long spare parts will be available for the products they 

buy. Manufacturers will have to deliver the parts needed to make repairs within two months. The law 

aims to promote durable and repairable products by allowing consumers to consider the availability 

of spare parts when making purchase decisions. These rules will benefit consumer, but also repair 

workshops and second-hand good retailers. According Michel Len from Rreuse, the lack of access and 
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high costs of the spare parts, together with a lack of appropriate repair information is one of the main 

obstacles in repairing electronic appliances. “Transparency around future space part availability could 

and should become a point of competition between brands” Mr. Len said, “It would be also a first 

step to allowing consumers to better assess the likely longevity of a new product”.  

More information here:  

http://www.rreuse.org/t3/public-area/about-rreuse/news/news-

article/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=59&cHash=df483d9945b1b019d52a1a2a269f564e 

 

TECHNOLOGY and BUSINESS 

4. Heating and Cooling energy sector in transition 

The electricity industry in Europe represented by Eurelectric has released a report in which, especially 

Germany, Sweden, Denmark and the UK, urges the European Commission to tackle the climate 

impact of the heating and cooling sector. The report is released before the EU heating strategy kicks 

off, with industry and policy-makers set to discuss the issue at a European Commission-organised 

conference next month. The heating and cooling sector is of significant importance for cutting 

greenhouse gas emissions and reaching climate and energy targets. EU energy Ministers are expected 

to touch on the issue during an informal meeting on 16 April and the Commission is planning to 

publish a strategy paper either this year or next setting out how it plans to better integrate heating 

and cooling into the EU’s energy and climate policies. The February conference is expected to provide 

input on issues, such as how the EU can promote energy efficiency and increase use of renewable 

energy for heating and cooling in industry and buildings. 

Read the full report: 

http://www.eurelectric.org/media/153333/chp_as_part_of_the_energy_transition_final-2014-2130-

0007-01-e.pdf 

EU Conference Heating and Cooling in the European Energy transition info and registration: 

http://heating-and-cooling-in-europe.eu/ 
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5. Inter-municipal EfW cooperation ‘unique’ in Austria 

The local authorities of Linz and Innsbruck have signed a ten-year contract in which the local 

authority-owned Linz AG will take between 50,000 to 75,000 tonnes of waste a year from Innsbruck 

to Linz for incineration. The contract is due to begin later this year and is "unique" in Austria, 

according to the company’s chairman Erich Haider. Mr Haider explained that EU competition rules 

had prevented such a deal from taking place until last year, when the rules were changed, allowing 

the publically owned company to bid for the contract. Under the deal, waste will be taken by rail 

from Innsbruck to the Linz AG’s energy-from-waste (EfW) plant. The facility, completed in 2012, can 

take more than 200,000 tonnes of waste a year and has a heat producing capacity of 66MW. 
However the plant has been running at below capacity. The deal will help remedy this problem, says 

the company, as well as provide a more cost effective disposal route for the municipality of Innsbruck 

More information: 

http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1330354/inter-municipal-efw-cooperation-unique-

austria 

 

Conferences, Seminars and meetings 

External 

1. Forum Europe: The 2015 European Circular Economy Conference, 5 March 2015, Brussels 

This conference will treat on how best to deliver economic growth in a resource limited, 

environmentally challenged context. Some of the speakers include Kaspars Gerhards, Minister for 

Environmental Protection and Regional Development from Latvia (country which holds the Council 

Presidency), Sirpa Pietikäinen (MEP rapporteur of the Circular Economy Package), and Kurt 

Vandengerghe, the European Commission Director for Climate Action and Resource Efficiency.  

More information and registration here: 

http://www.eu-ems.com/summary.asp?event_id=246%20&page_id=2158 
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2. Monitoring and process control of anaerobic digestion plants, March 17-18 March 2015, 
Leipzig  

The Conference will focus on the requirements of measurement tools, best practice and practically 

implemented applications of monitoring and control devices. Stakeholders in the biogas sector will 

have the opportunity to meet, exchange experience and get information on solutions to optimize the 

efficiency of anaerobic digestion plants from experts in the biogas field at an international level. 

More information here: 

https://www.energetische-biomassenutzung.de/en/events/conferences/process-control-2015.html 

 

3. The European Academy for Taxes, Economy and Law: Seminar on Collecting Recyclable 

Waste, 7 – 8 May, Berlin. 

In this seminar it will be treated issues such as how to implement the regulation on waste and waste 

collection, how to use waste as a financial resource, methods to increase separation, collection and 

recycling of waste, best practices and how to include stakeholders into an effective Circular Economy 

System. Our Secretary General Vanya Veras is an invited speaker at the seminar.  

More information and registration:  

http://www.euroacad.eu/events/event/european-waste-managment-directives-latest-

developments-in-recycling-regulations.html 

 

4. International VDI conference: Energy and Materials from Waste, Frankfurt, 14 and 15 May, 

Frankfurt  

The international Conference will look at the utilization of waste as a source of electricity, district 

heating and materials such as minerals and metals. The VDI conference in cooperation with CEWEP, 

ESWET, Prewin and Avfall Sverige will discuss major issues for the Waste-to-Energy and recycling 

markets in technical, political and business areas, drawing on leading experiences from all over 

Europe. 

More information and registration here:  
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https://www.vdi-wissensforum.de/de/nc/angebot/detailseite/event/06KO959015/ 

 

Internal 

Past:   

- Hearing in the European Parliament, on the Waste Legislative Package, 22 January 

- Presentations at KIGO Conference in Poland, 22- 23 January, by Weine Wiqvist, President 

Upcoming: 

- Joint Meeting WFD and EPR Expert Groups: 16 February in Brussels 

- BREF EG meeting: 20 February, Skype 

- PC meeting: 24 February in Brussels 

- Benchmarking experts meeting: 25 February in Brussels 

- PC meeting and General Assembly: 12 May in Brussels 

- PC meeting: 15 September (tbc)  

- PC meeting: 23 November in Brussels 

- Seminar: 24 November in Brussels 
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