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INTERNAL UPDATE, edition 52/2015, 17 December- 25 December 

This week’s issues: 

News 

External 

1. CE: Workshop on waste markets 

2. Recycling: Beverage carton recycling, incineration grows 

3. Better regulation: Netherlands keeps deregulation on EU agenda 

4. COP21: The EU will not revise its climate policy plans 

5. Energy: Ireland sets out to cut CO2 from energy production 

6. Waste Markets: “Opportunity” to tackle Norwegian waste exports 

7. Biogas: EBA Biomethane & Biogas Report 2015 

External 

1. MWE Conference with the Commission, DG Environment on Separate Collection in the 

Context of a Circular Economy, 29 January 2016 – Please Register 

2. Global Organic Resources Congress, 3rd - 4th of May 2016 

3. ISWA World Congress 2016 

News 

External 

1. Workshop on waste markets 

On Monday 16th November 2015 the workshop on waste markets took place in Brussels to deliver the 

conclusions of the Commission study. It aimed at bringing together stakeholders involved in waste 

management in order to assess the results and the functioning of waste markets within the EU. Based 

on the questions and answers of the different presentations and on the open forum discussion, these 

conclusions were drawn: 

- In the words of the Arcadis, the implementation of the Waste Shipment Regulation (WSR) and 

the Waste Framework Directive (WFD) is too divergent across Member States, resulting in 

obstacles to a level playing field for the waste management industry. It was pointed out that 
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this comes down to failures by Member States to properly implement EU waste legislation, 

and that focus should be on implementing existing waste legislation in a uniform way. 

- The most frequently mentioned implementation issues were the waste definition, 

classification of waste as hazardous or green-listed, the classification as recovery or disposal, 

the waste hierarchy and specific provisions in the WSR. In order to sort this out, it was 

proposed to have more guidance and clarification from the Commission; closer cooperation 

between Member States and Commission; a clearing house or help-desk to support common 

interpretation of the WSR and WFD, as well as electronic data exchange on waste shipments. 

- The enforcement of WSR and WFD is very uneven; several participants asked for a stronger 

role for IMPEL. 

- Harmonization of waste legislation is needed on certain, specific issues, in particular on EPR. 

Several participants called for a landfill ban or further measures to reduce landfilling. Separate 

collection needs an improvement. 

- End-of-waste criteria should be adopted for certain waste streams. A single decision on end-

of-waste cases would be appreciated. 

- Criteria should be adopted for certain waste to be considered as by-products. 

- Certification of waste facilities within the EU should be implemented to ensure high quality 

waste treatment. 

- Transparency on waste related data and how waste management is funded by the EU should 

be improved. 

- The gathering of data and the quality of the statistics should be improved at EU level. 

- Information and research should be compiled and presented regularly on waste flows, 

facilities and prices. 

- Links with other policy areas need to be examined, especially energy and climate related 

aspects as well as product design. 

- Issues relating to over- and under- capacity for waste incineration could be resolved by EU-

wide management of capacities. 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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- Prior to adopting legislative proposals, policy measures should be carefully assessed. 

- Competion issues relating to local monopolies and exclusive rights should be addressed. 

More information:  

http://municipalwasteeurope.eu/sites/default/files/workshop%202%20minutes.docx 

 

2. Beverage carton recycling, incineration grows 

Incineration of beverage carton material is growing faster than recycling in Europe, figures published 

by the industry indicate. EU beverage carton industry association ACE said 420,000 tonnes or 43% of 

beverage cartons were recycled in paper mills in the EU, Norway and Switzerland in 2014. For 2013 it 

reported 42% recycling. But the total recovery rate – recycling and energy recovery – increased more, 

from 71% in 2013 to 76% in 2014. Both residual non-wood fibre materials from beverage cartons and 

entire cartons are burned for energy in Europe, depending on whether collection schemes are in 

place. The European Commission has proposed a 75% recycling target for cardboard and paper 

packaging by 2025, rising to 85% in 2030. This is down from 90% in the old circular economy package. 

Some countries, including Belgium, Germany, Luxembourg and Spain, are already recycling over 70% 

of all beverage cartons placed on the market, but newer Member States are still catching up, ACE 

said. EU waste legislation should “ensure effective collection and recycling…through extended 

producer responsibility” to increase recycling rates, ACE said. “Further efforts are needed on banning 

packaging waste from landfilling to ensure valuable raw materials are not ending up in landfills or 

being unnecessarily incinerated,” it added. The new circular economy package included a 10% cap on 

landfilling of municipal waste. But the Commission scrapped plans for a ban on sending recyclable 

material to landfill. 

More information:  

http://www.endseurope.com/article/44830/beverage-carton-recycling-incineration-

grows?view=print 

 

3. Netherlands keeps deregulation on EU agenda 
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The incoming Dutch Presidency wants to push for EU legislation to be simplified and, where possible, 

reduced. The Netherlands is in favour of the European Commission’s “better regulation” drive, under 

which it aims to cut red tape and check the costs of EU laws for industry. It carried out a review of EU 

legislation in 2013, concluding that it should be less prescriptive, particularly in the environmental 

field. The energy union is also given priority in the 18-month programme for the Council, which sets 

out the work of the upcoming presidencies of the Netherlands, Slovakia and Malta. This work will 

include better regulation principles “to ensure greater consistency between EU Directives, 

integration, better enforcement and modernization of EU policy” in the field of energy and climate 

policy. Energy efficiency, energy prices and renewable energy are also identified as important issues 

in relation to competitiveness. The presidencies promise to “ensure an appropriate follow-up” of the 

new global climate agreement reached in Paris last week. Much of the programme focuses on jobs 

and growth, and the only mention of environmental issues beyond climate and energy relates to 

developing the circular economy. 

More information:  

http://www.endseurope.com/article/44812/netherlands-keeps-deregulation-on-eu-agenda 

 

4. The EU will not revise its climate policy plans 

The EU will not revise its climate policy plans following the adoption of a global climate agreement in 

Paris, commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete said on Monday. It will be for the next European 

Commission to decide whether the EU should strengthen the 40% emissions reduction target for 

2030 agreed by EU leaders last year, Mr Cañete said. The “right time” for a decision about raising 

ambition is after the planned global ‘stock-take’ on the Paris Agreement in 2018. In the meantime, 

the Commission will continue to work on policies for meeting the 40% goal, such as a new Effort 

Sharing Decision, Mr Cañete said. NGOs urged the EU to revise its 2030 policies, which are predicated 

on a 2°C temperature goal, whereas the Paris Agreement aims for 1.5°C. Until now the EU has aimed 

for the lower end of the 80-95% emission reduction range for 2050 suggested by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, but it should now aim for the upper end, said Wendel 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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Trio of CAN Europe. Mr Cañete said 40% remained a step towards 80-95% emissions reductions by 

2050. “It’s very clear that the operational goal is the 2°C goal. We have to pursue additional efforts. 

But 2°C and 1.5°C are targets for the end of the century, not for tomorrow,” he said. 

More information:  

http://www.endseurope.com/article/44785/paris-agreement-what-it-means-for-europe 

 

5. Ireland sets out a plan to cut CO2 from energy production 

Ireland has laid out plans to lower its energy sector greenhouse gas emissions by between 80 – 95% 

compared to 1990 levels by 2050. The move, which would see fossil fuels replaced with renewables, 

was announced in an energy strategy released on 16 December. Energy minister Alex White said the 

country could cut greenhouse gas emissions from the energy sector to zero by 2100. In 2014, 

renewables accounted for nearly 23% of Ireland’s electricity consumption, which is more than 

halfway to its 2020 target of 40%. Renewables growth since 1990 has been led by onshore wind and 

biomass, but the government is targeting offshore wind and solar farms for the next phase, the 

strategy indicates. It also hopes to get ocean energy up and running. Biomass in Ireland is burned 

with highly carbon-intensive peat, such as the Edenderry power station. This is supported by 

subsidies which will be reviewed. The strategy also sees a role for biomass heating and district 

heating. Ireland’s only coal-fired power station will need to close by 2025, but in the meantime coal 

will remain a “significant element” of the country’s power generation mix. The government also plans 

to introduce grants and tax relief to encourage the adoption of electric and gas vehicles, and a 

scrappage scheme to replace taxis with electric cars. 

More information:  

http://www.endseurope.com/article/44831/ireland-sets-out-plan-to-cut-energy-co2 

 

6. “Opportunity” to tackle Norwegian waste exports 

Norwegian waste association Avfall Norge has welcomed a parliamentary call for the government to 

produce a waste policy white paper as an "opportunity" to tackle exported waste. The parliament’s 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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energy and environment committee has proposed the government creates the white paper reviewing 

current waste policy and the circular economy. The paper would be due next year. While the paper 

would cover all aspects of waste management, the committee raised particular concern over figures 

from Statistics Norway dated 7 July this year, showing that a majority of Norwegian household waste 

now goes to Sweden for energy recovery. This "arouses concern" in municipalities where major 

investments in waste treatment facilities have taken place, it said. According to the committee, while 

Norway currently complies with EU waste rules, it is likely to come under additional pressure to boost 

recycling and reuse domestically under a European circular economy policy published earlier this 

month. Avfall Norge director, Nancy Strand, said: "The committee believes there is a need for a 

comprehensive review of Norwegian waste policy in light of the challenges we have with waste 

exports, increased material requirements and the obligations... [of] a more aggressive policy of the 

EU." Norway’s incineration sector has long campaigned for curbs to be put in place to prevent the 

estimated 50 truckloads a day of waste leaving Norway for energy recovery in Sweden and Denmark. 

However, Norwegian authorities have so far opted to maintain the status quo, a decision recently 

criticised by the Nordic Council. 

More information:  

http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1377199/%E2%80%9Copportunity%E2%80

%9D-tackle-norwegian-waste-exports 

 

7. EBA Biomethane & Biogas Report 2015 

The EBA team has compiled its Biomethane and Biogas Report 2015, the annual statistical report on 

the European anaerobic digestion industry and markets. This edition reflects the record-high growth 

in Europe in terms of number of plants and production. “There were 17240 biogas plants in Europe 

by the end of 2014. This is a remarkable number, especially when realizing that it represents 18% 

growth. Also development of biomethane industry shows outstanding results, with 367 plants, 23% 

increase compare to 2013.” Announced Dr. Jan Stambasky, EBA president. In fact, the rate of growth 

has sky-rocketed in certain countries, such as the UK, where the number of biogas plants has been 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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doubled in just one year. In terms of biogas production, national associations and third-party 

observers quantify the total amount of electricity produced from biogas at 63.3 TWh, a number that 

corresponds to the annual consumption of 14.6 million European households. A steady increase can 

be appreciated in the biomethane sector, with 87 new biogas upgrading units commissioned. 

Germany leads the growth rate, followed by Sweden and the UK. Despite its small size in terms of gas 

consumption, Sweden has placed itself as the European front runner in biomethane production and 

especially, the use of biomethane in transport: the country dedicated 78% of its 1303 GWh 

production to fuel almost 50000 vehicles. 

More information:  

http://european-biogas.eu/2015/12/16/eba-biogas-report-will-be-shortly-available/ 

 

Conferences, seminars and meetings 

External 

1. MWE Conference with the Commission, DG Environment on Separate Collection in the 

Context of a Circular Economy, 29 January 2016 

PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE – we aim at 300 participants 

2. Global Organic Resources Congress, 3rd - 4th of May 2016 

This event will examine the opportunities in the organic waste sector, composting and anaerobic 

digestion sector, with a strong focus directed on the emerging bioeconomy sector. The bioeconomy 

has the potential to provide many new opportunities to manage organic resources and get high value 

products from waste products. The event will have a session on healthy soils, which will highlight the 

benefits of using quality compost/digestate in the production of sustainable food production. 

More information:  

http://www.phosphorusplatform.eu/images/Events/GORC2016.pdf 

3. ISWA World Congress 2016 

More information:  

http://www.iswa2016.org/ 
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Internal 

Upcoming: 

- Biowaste Seminar: 24 February in Brussels 

- PC meeting: 25 February in Brussels 

- PC meeting: 25 May in Brussels 

- PC meeting: 29 September in Brussels 

- PC meeting: 30 November in Brussels 
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